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	Wairarapa DHB is delighted to have made a dramatic improvement in the Paediatric Society’s “national scorecard’ , which compares the DHBs on the availability and responsiveness of their services for children and young people.

The DHB has topped the smaller DHBs, and come third overall in the country, a significant turn-around from their position last year.

“Over the last year, we have put real effort into developing services for the youth in our district –this is seen as a real priority area due to the lack of service coverage for young people,’ says ?????

“Early in the year, we delivered a publication entitled ‘Our children, their health’ to every household in the Wairarapa, and this raised the profile of child health issues both locally and nationally. Since then, we’ve established a youth health clinic in the South Wairarapa, which is expanding every week. We’re also midway in a very inclusive process to develop community development model for youth health. We are currently in the research phase, with an interactive web-based questionnaire for young people to tell us the ‘what and how’ of the services they feel they need. The draft plan in due out next April.”

Wairarapa DHB lists improving the health of children and families as one of their four strategic priorities. 
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