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	On 13 July, Wairarapa DHB confirmed the future nursing workforce for Theatre, Emergency Department, High Dependency Unit, Paediatrics, Medical and Surgical, Day case, Outpatients, and Assessment Treatment and Rehabilitation. This confirmation meant numbers were adjusted upwards by 10.7 FTE from the initial proposal for staffing levels. 

“This has enabled us to confirm all current permanent registered and enrolled nurses in their positions, and start advertising to fill vacant permanent positions,” says Mr Meates. “This was the second stage of nursing workforce confirmations. In late 2004, after an extensive consultation process with staff and unions we confirmed a new nursing leadership structure. This included disestablishing some positions and creating  some new positions. The staff whose positions were to be disestablished were offered redeployment as part of the process of disestablishment. Of the 15 staff affected 11 have been appointed to new roles in the DHB and the others have either taken voluntary severance or retirement as an option or are working with us on other options.”
“We are currently working with New Zealand Nurses Organisation to manage five Health Care Assistant positions that will not be part of the future workforce,” says Mr Meates. “These positions will be disestablished and we are working with affected staff on options including redeployment as a preference.”
“There are some areas where the future workforce is not yet confirmed,” says Mr Meates. “Maternity Services and Clinical Nurse Specialist roles are currently working through a separate process, and we are looking to confirm the Allied Health workforce in early August, and the Clerical workforce later in August.”
Ends.
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