28 May 2008

The Editor
Wairarapa Times Age

MASTERTON
Dear Sir
Claire Hills in her letter published 23 May, 2008, asks for information about the costs of current and proposed services for palliative care in Wairarapa.

Wairarapa DHB is pleased to make this information public. 

Currently Wairarapa DHB is spending $635,237 per annum on palliative care services.  Of this, $442,794 is paid to Te Omanga Hospice for specialist palliative care services, and $192,443 is paid to Community Nursing and Health Services (known formerly as district nursing) for palliative care services.  Together these services look after about 180 patients per annum at an average cost of $3,529 per patient. 

The DHB’s expenditure on palliative care services will increase by over 16% to $737,303 per annum.  The new system will cater for 200 patients at an average cost of $3,686 per patient. 
Wairarapa DHB is implementing changes in palliative care services to ensure more comprehensive, better integrated services for more people.  There is no cost cutting.  As the figures above demonstrate, the DHB will substantially increase the funding it allocates to palliative care.

Yours sincerely

Joy Cooper

Director, Planning and Funding

Wairarapa DHB

