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	Ophthalmology is an area of high demand in the Wairarapa, according to Elective Services Manager Cathie Morton, and is likely to remain so, given our aging population.

“We are constantly working to improve the service,” says Cathie. “After several years off-site, we relocated the ophthalmology clinic back to the hospital last November. Following feedback form the consultants, we provide a nurse to work with them in clinics to prepare the patients. The nurse is also able to do A scans of all patients requiring cataract surgery and this has freed up consultants to see more patients at each clinic.”

The clinic move was aided by ophthalmologist Nina Ashraff, currently on maternity leave, who contributed her time and advice when setting up the room.  A considerable amount of new equipment was purchased, and the lease was taken over from Masterton Medical on two other recently purchased pieces of diagnostic equipment.  
Dr Keith Maslin, one of the three visiting ophthalmologists enjoys working in the new clinic. ‘The room is very well set up indeed – it’s got all the equipment needed.  I come each month and do a full day clinic, and also one day in the operating theatre.”

Dr Maslin normally works in Wellington, but has a property in Gladstone and appreciates the short trip to work on his ‘Wairarapa’ days.

The other visiting specialists are Kay Evans from Palmerston North and Kolin Foo from Wellington.

Since the move to Wairarapa hospital 25 clinics have been held in the new premises. 
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