	[image: image1.jpg]A Wairarapa DHB

Wairarapa District Health Board

.9,” ) .
Te Poari Hauora a-rohe o Wairarapa

v





	


	Media Response

	From:

	Jill Stringer

	Date:

	12 May 2008   

	Subject:
	Maternity Services fully operational 


	General Manager of Wairarapa Hospital said today that rumours the maternity service was closing its doors were untrue.
“The rumour probably arose because one of our specialists is in Palmerston North for a month, fulfilling the requirements of the Medical Council for Vocational Registration. We had planned for this, because as a rural hospital, we often use the services of locums, and this will enable him to provide supervision for other specialists,” she said.
“As you may know, Wairarapa Hospital has had a unique arrangement with Middlemore and Palmerston North Hospitals over the last two years, because as a smaller unit, we are keen to ensure the quality and continuity of our service. The support we receive from Middlemore and Palmerston North specialists over this next month will continue, with visiting specialists providing support both during the week and at weekends,” said Ms McLean. 
As always, women who have highly complex needs during their late pregnancy or delivery, or babies with special needs are likely to be transferred to tertiary services at Wellington, Hutt or Palmerston North Hospitals for their specialist and neonatal services.
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