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	General Manager Hospital Services at Wairarapa Hospital, Anne Mclean, says the Wairarapa DHB does not routinely pay more than $75 per hour to junior locum doctors. “The recruitment agency advises us of the going rate. We pay more only in extreme circumstances. Over the last 12 months we have paid a registrar $180 per hour for two nights only. In the same period we paid one junior doctor $165 per hour for a two day weekend shift. That was double time because he was recruited through Medrecruit at very short notice in exceptional circumstances when cover for weekend night duty was suddenly unavailable. These are not routine rates and such amounts are not sustainable. We reluctantly pay such amounts and it is a rare occurrence. 
“We are concerned to see that Medrecruit, the locum recruitment agency, has circulated an advertisement using our name. We did not authorise this. We have never asked any locum agency to advertise on our behalf and we will no longer be working with Medrecruit,” says Ms Mclean.
Ends.
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