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	Subject:
	Crutches amnesty


	Wairarapa Hospital wants to track down any crutches that people have finished with but have not yet returned.  The Emergency Department has only 10 pairs left and are appealing to the public who may have forgotten to return them.
Emergency Department Nurse Warren Jackson says stocks are very low. “We are down to our last few pairs of crutches and are at the point of having to order in yet more new pairs, when we know there must be dozens of pairs no longer needed in the community. People may have other hospital equipment too such as splints or walking frames. Tracking down equipment can be very time consuming, and our nursing and clerical staff are busy with more direct patient care. We are very thankful when equipment is returned, because It means that money can be used for other purposes.”
Crutches cost more than $50 a pair and over the last two years the District Health Board has purchased 256 pairs at a cost of $13,000. They are asking people to look at home - under beds, in their garages, in cupboards - for crutches they or family members may have forgotten about. People in Masterton can return them, no questions asked, to the hospital’s main reception giving them to one of the volunteers in the red vests or to the receptionist at the front desk. South Wairarapa people can drop them off at their medical centres in Carterton, Greytown, Featherston or Martinborough. Having the help of the medical centres is a real bonus, according to Warren Jackson. “It means people don’t have to travel to return the equipment.” 
Ends.
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