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	Wairarapa is unlikely to be affected by the pending restriction on air transfers to Wellington Hospital, according to Ambulance Manager Debi Lodge Schnellenberg.

“Most of our transfers, around 65 a month, are made by road ambulance,” says Ms Schnellenberg. “Our ambulance team have an excellent record for timely and safe transfers, so wherever clinically possible, patients are sent by road accompanied by a registered nurse,” she said. “Transfers make up around 17% of our workload.”

“The decision to transfer by air is always a clinical one,” says Robyn Brady, Unit Manager at Wairarapa Hospital. “Usually it’s because a patient is very unwell, and needs the specialist care of the transfer team while they are in transit. The decision as to the type of aircraft is made by Lifeflight and the clinical staff at Wellington hospital. When an aircraft comes, it comes with a retrieval team who are skilled in flight medicine and nursing – for example, there is a neonatal retrieval team for really sick babies.”

On average, 7-8 patients a months are transferred to or from Wairarapa Hospital by air, usually using the Lifeflight service if leaving from Wairarapa Hospital.

“Over a typical 2 month period last year, there were 18 air transfers, 13 out and 5 in,” says Ms Brady. “The fixed wing aircraft was used 3 times, usually for longer flights to or from Auckland or Christchurch. We do get some incoming patients by helicopter – for example from an accident at a site inaccessible by road. When we call the helicopter in, we are sometimes able to arrange for a patient needing to come back from Wellington Hospital to be transferred this way, but usually the urgency of the need to transfer does not allow this.”

Ends.
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Attached; Midwife Carole Wheeler has visited the Life Flight headquarters in Wellington, to better understand what happens if one of her small patients needs to be transferred.


