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	Media Response

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	11 May 2009   

	Subject:
	Dementia Care Beds


	Wairarapa DHB recognises the need for more locally-provided level 3 dementia care beds. Simon Everitt, Acting Director of Planning and Funding, says the DHB is in disussion with Presbyterian Support Services, the only Wairarapa provider of dementia beds, about the need to increase the number of beds available, but nothing has yet been agreed.
“We are working on a plan to increase local bed capacity and negotiations are in progress. Meanwhile some patients are being cared for in neighbouring DHBs. We are acutely aware of the current bed situation and our foremost concern is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of people with dementia.  
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