University deans visit
Deans from Otago University’s medical school visited the DHB in anticipation of the arrival of four fifth year medical students as part of the university’s rural immersion programme which puts trainee doctors in rural areas for a year. 

Accompanied by Carterton GP, David Heard, who will coordinate the programme here, they toured the hospital and met senior doctors who will provide tutorial support. 
“The Wairarapa DHB is ideal for this model,” says Dr John Adams. It has excellent primary care, public health and hospital services and it’s close enough to a tertiary centre to give the students the opportunity to accompany patients there. It also gives students the chance to see a wide spectrum of illnesses – in hospital they see only 3% of cases and they are usually severe. Students will also benefit from hands-on experience and the mentorship of experienced medical staff.” 

Otago’s head of the Rural Health Unit and Programme Director, Pat Farry, says that this model which is in its third year is the new and emerging face of medical education. “We’re sending students out to where the people are so they will see a large number of patients whose progress they will follow through the year in GP practices.” This year 20 students will take part in the programme throughout New Zealand.
Dr Heard will oversee the four fifth year trainees as they work in medical practices and the hospital during their community and medical immersion. It will give them an opportunity to learn under the guidance of experienced GPs and hospital medical staff. There will be two students in the hospital and two with GPs at any one time. The students arrive in the Wairarapa on February 23rd.
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