
20 District Health Boards

Media Release

15 Sep. 10
DHBs are looking for change
DHBs are pleased that new bargaining dates at the end of September have been agreed with the Resident Doctors Association (RDA), continuing negotiations on a collective agreement for Resident Medical Officers (RMOs).

“We trust that over the next few weeks, RMOs take the time to find out about the DHBs’ offer and give it careful consideration,” says Karen Roach, spokesperson for the DHBs. 

“Recent reviews and reports have made it clear that sticking with the status quo in looking at the RMO workforce is not an option. 

“This agreement is just a small part of what is happening nationally, but it is a significant document that will require change to improve flexibility in the workplace, and to improve or enhance training for RMOs.”
Karen Roach says that DHBs want an environment in which RMOs can learn and feel supported as their careers develop. “We want to protect RMOs’ hours of work, pay fair remuneration, and recognise the inconvenience of night and weekend work.”
DHBs are also working with senior medical staff, whose union the Association of Senior Medical Specialists recently agreed a variation to their contract with DHBs to enable the SMOs and DHBs to work together on developing a business case to assist with senior doctor recruitment and retention in public hospitals.

“Our senior staff were identified in the recent Commission reports as key to ensuring the role of junior doctors is strengthened. We plan to continue working with our senior staff on this.”
Karen Roach emphasises that the DHBs’ offer is not an attempt to reduce RMOs’ conditions of employment. “We have sought specific changes around hours of work, increasing flexibility, and the basis for determining remuneration – but we’ve stated across the table this not a cost-savings exercise. 

“DHBs are prepared to put additional funding into this settlement, consistent with settlements reached with the vast majority of other DHB employees.”
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