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	Hospice Wairarapa Community Trust has given Kahukura, three syringe drivers for use throughout Wairarapa. They cost around $2000 each and the Hospice raised the money from their Wine Auction when people were given the opportunity to purchase equipment to be used for the benefit of Wairarapa patients. Chairman of Hospice Wairarapa, Lloyd Wilson, says the DHB and the Hospice are working closely together as part of their Memorandum of Understanding. “Part of our function is to fundraise and purchase equipment to meet the needs of Wairarapa palliative patients. There is an obvious need for additional equipment and this long term loan of syringe drivers is the first equipment we have made available to support the work of clinical staff.”

Kahukura Clinical Nurse Specialist, Carol Hinton, and Acting Community Nurse Manager at the DHB, Linda Oldfield, are very pleased with the new drivers which can be used in homes where patients need a slow infusion of medication over a 24 hour period. “They are often used when people can’t swallow their medication. They come pre-loaded with medication and the community nurses set them up in patients’ homes. These drivers are great for a patient’s mobility around the house because they are small and can be put in a belt bag. They are a new model and so much smaller and more foolproof than the old ones.”

The syringe drivers were purchased by the Hospice and are on long-term loan to Kahukura, with the DHB taking responsibility for their calibration and maintenance. “We look forward to further association with the Hospice and other organisations working together for a common cause,” says Carol. 

Photo: Acting Community Nurse Manager Linda Oldfield, Hospice Chairman Lloyd Wilson and Clinical Nurse Specialist Carol Hinton take a look at the new syringe drivers.
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