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	A joint review is to begin this month to look at possible options for bringing the planning and funding units of Hutt Valley, Capital and Coast and Wairarapa DHBs closer together. The planning and funding team in each district health board is responsible for the funding and planning of all health services in each district. They manage the contracts for health services including the hospital, aged residential care, PHOs and community health providers. 

Chief Executive of Wairarapa DHB, Tracey Adamson, says the review, which follows the recommendation of the Ministerial Review Group, will explore a number of options to see how the DHB’s planning and funding units might be structured in the future, to ensure they better meet the needs of people living within in all three DHB areas.  “The aim is to increase efficiency. The review will concentrate on potential opportunities for streamlining processes and reducing duplication while maximising opportunities for health gains. The important thing however is to make sure that our DHB continues to respond to the needs of our local community.”
The three boards receive about $1billion in government funding each year and each DHB decides how to use its share for the benefit of its population. “The planning and funding review will examine the potential for collaboration across a number of areas, from facilities, IT systems to finance and it will identify potential benefits and risks of merging services,” says Ms Adamson. “The reviewer starts next week and hopes to complete the work by mid May. Once finalised the review report will be carefully considered by DHB chief executives and Boards, who will look at how suggested changes might work. The DHBs will then decide whether or not any of the recommendations should proceed further.”
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