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DHB secures subsidies on weekend Doctor fees
People on low budgets will find it easier to visit their GP at weekends and on public holidays, after a landmark deal has been struck between the Wairarapa DHB and local GPs. The deal applies to every enrolled patient aged under 25 and for all people holding a Community services card. Fees for children under 6 remain at $5 per GP visit, seven days a week. 
From this weekend (19th June) the fee to have a weekend/holiday GP Consultation anywhere in the Wairarapa will be reduced from $65 to $31 for the two subsidised groups, a reduction or subsidy of $34 for each visit

Masterton Medical General Manager Jeff Ryan said that it will be really important for people to bring their Community Services Card in with them, because the front desk can’t look up their card status. People will not be able to access the subsidised care without actually presenting their Community Services Card. “We really need to get that message out there,” said Mr Ryan. “Everyone eligible needs to have a current Community Services Card and must bring it in with them at the weekend or on statutory holidays”. Community Services Cards (?statement of who is eleble?) 
”This will make it easier for people on tight budgets to access weekend care and to help ensure that they don’t have to wait until a weekday to access lower cost care,” says Wairarapa PHO Manager, Yvette Grace, who brokered the deal between the Wairarapa DHB and the Wairarapa After Hours Services. “ Health conditions can often deteriorate seriously in this sort of timeframe, and people can end up in Hospital or with problems that have become more serious than they need be.”
The Government has subsidised weekday access to GPs since the PHO came into existence in 2004 but does not subsidise after hours fees, which normally raise the cost of a weekend/holidy GP visit to about $65 in the Wairarapa.
ENDS.
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