ORAL HEALTH MOBILE CLINIC OPENING
Wairarapa DHB 9am
Who to recognize?
· Wairarapa DHB Chairman Bob Francis and Board members
· DHB Chief Executive Tracey Adamson
· Members of the Oral Health Steering Group
· Dental therapists and dental assistants who will soon be working at Wairarapa schools using this facility.
The mobile unit
Wairarapa DHB was the first DHB to have their business case accepted for the redevelopment of oral health services following a national survey of dental facilities that showed many were unable to meet modern building standards.
This is the first of two Level 2 mobile oral health units for Wairarapa and the first one of its kind on the road in New Zealand. In time there will be 94 of these units throughout the country. They will in time replace the school dental clinics.

They are designed to cut costs and increase access to oral health services by servicing more schools in more areas. They will enable more young people to have more regular access to dental check ups and to better diagnostic and treatment tools and equipment. They will reduce oral health inequalities.
These mobile units are to be purchased by all 21 DHBs. All 21 DHBs have worked collaboratively to develop a joint purchasing strategy ensuring quality and cost savings.
Where are the mobiles going?
To primary schools throughout Wairarapa. This one will go first to Masterton Intermediate School and the second, when it arrives will go to Carterton. They will initially deliver oral health care to preschoolers and children in school grounds.
Lots of opportunities for partnerships – the Featherston Medical Centre has allowed the DHB to use their centre as a base for the children of St Theresa’s School; the PHO are involved; and it gets schools all talking to each other with a common purpose.

Features
1. Purpose built modern clinic
· Customised for children and their comfort – TV in waiting room; piped music; children can have stories playing through CD system

· All equipment designed with children’s comfort and safety in mind.
(the size of the chair, safety considerations taken into account so children can’t reach or touch things they shouldn’t)

· Each clinic thermostatically designed for the comfort of children and therapists

·  Latest specs for cross infection control.

2. Collegial support - 2 dental therapists an 1 assistant can work together
3. They will move from location to location knowing the equipment they’re using is the same wherever they work.

4. Towable. A local firm,Oldfield Group, will be moving the mobiles from site to site.
5. Cost: $400,000 each
