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	Jill Stringer

	Date:

	27 May, 2005

	Subject:
	Building progress   


	There are celebrations this week at the new Wairarapa District Hospital, as the last of the nearly 8,000??? m2 concrete slab is poured.

 “Since breaking ground early January 2005, we have poured around 1250 cubic meters of concrete, using Oldfields as the main supplier,” says  Chris Hurrell, General Manager of the main contractor, Rigg-Zschokke. “By and large, the weather has been very good through the autumn, and construction progress is right on schedule.”

Framing of  the new hospital is also nearing completion, with about 450 cubic meters of timber used to date. “That’s enough to frame up about 30 family homes, all in the space of 4 months,” says Chris. “ If you based that on 100x50 framing, laid end to end the timber trail would go for 90km – from Masterton all the way to Petone.”

Wairarapa District Health Board Chairman is equally pleased with the progress. “Watching our new hospital emerge so quickly is really exciting for us all,” he says. “We are delighted that the Board’s decision to award the tender to a local firm has had such clear benefits for both the construction process and the local community.”

Last night construction staff mingled with clinical and management staff at a BBQ to celebrate the rapid progress, and mark the milestone of slab completion. 

“This function typifies the great working relationships between all parties involved,” says CEO David Meates. “There is obvious pride being put into the design and construction of this hospital, and everyone wants it to be the best rural hospital in New Zealand. Clinical staff continue to have regular input into the functionality of the spaces being built, and construction staff are working like Trojans. It’s great to think that this time next year, we will be in this innovative, clever building that has been purpose designed and built for the needs of the Wairarapa community.”
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