Wairarapa Hospital has purchased two new top of the range electrocardiograph (ECG) machines for use in the Acute Services Unit. Each ECG costs around $17,000 and the Host Waipoua Lions Club has donated $5000 towards the cost of one of the machines. They raised the money through donations as well as the sale of furniture from doctors’ houses in Blair Street before they were relocated to Greytown. 

These clinical diagnostic tools allow timely decision making in a critical area of care. The number of ECGs taken each year at Wairarapa Hospital has increased with an aging population and associated declining health status. They are accepted as general, basic and essential cardiac equipment for the early diagnosis of heart disease. The ECGs will be used as a basis for diagnosis, guiding decisions on treatment and referral to Wellington for angiography and cardiac surgery. The ECG is an essential diagnostic tool for assessing cardiac rhythm and produces high quality electronic and print records and also stores and saves patient ECGs.
These machines have a seven to ten year life span and they replace equipment that have reached their use by date. 

