Draft Media Story

The verdict is out – he’s impressed! Long time campaigner for Wairarapa Hospital Services George Groombridge was shown around the new district Hospital site last Wednesday, and says he’s most impressed with the layout and the spaciousness of the building.

“I was particularly impressed with the way it’s been designed with room for expansion if it’s needed,” he said. “I’m delighted the chapel is going to be moved and added to the new building, and that we have been able to retain Selina Sutherland Hospital – both of these things are really important for the community. The three theatres seem impressive – it puts lie to the misconceptions about less facilities.”

George has been involved in campaigning for hospital services in the Wairarapa for more than 15 years, and was a key mover in organising the ‘Hands around the Hospital’ campaign. He is now chairman of the local Grey Power group.
“I’m very, very pleased that the community and the powers-that-be have agreed that we have to have an adequate hospital in town,” says George. “Both Shirley and I work with elderly folk, and they look for a hospital, and a good supportive community. We have those things here. The new hospital makes the Wairarapa a very attractive place – it stabilises our community, and helps retain professional staff. The days of will we/ won’t we are gone forever.”
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Long-time campaigner George Groombridge is shown around the site by District Health Board CEO David Meates.

George – please phone me on 027 273 1154 with any amendments, or your approval.

Thanks Jill

