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	Masterton Hospital has been under considerable pressure over the last few weeks, as the combination of winter illnesses for both patients and staff, and the bad weather has taken it’s toll. 

“Staff have worked extremely hard to ensure safe patient care over this time,” says says Hospital Manager Anne McLean. “Some have stayed in town overnight during the flooding, to be sure they could be on duty the next day. Others have worked extended shifts, or swapped duties or days off to give the best possible hospital cover.”

“At all times, patient safety comes first,” says Ms McLean. “This means we manage our workloads according not only to the bed numbers, but also to the number of staff available to safely look after patients. We have postponed some elective surgery, either because we have needed the beds for acutely sick medical patients, or staff rosters across the hospital are below the point we consider it appropriate to proceed. We regret the inconvenience to patients who’s operations have had to be rescheduled, but sometimes we have had to make these decisions.” 

To manage the high workload, patients at Masterton hospital have also been accommodated in other areas of the hospital, as appropriate over the last few weeks.  “We have regularly had selected medical patients on the surgical ward, rehab unit or the paediatric ward as the need arose,” says Ms McLean

“We are looking at a range of strategies to manage our beds,” says Ms McLean. “Where-ever possible, we plan an early supported discharge, with the help of the District Nursing Service and the patient’s GP. We are also looking at other residential care facilities for suitable patients, as our neighbouring DHBs are also operating near their capacity.”
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