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	 Media Response

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	26/08/05

	Subject:
	O& G  cover at Masterton Hospital.


Locum cover at Masterton Hospital for Obstetric and Gynaecology services was unavailable for five days in August, resulting in four Wairarapa women being transferred to Palmerston North hospital and two to Hutt hospital to deliver their babies.

“We regret the inconvenience this may have caused for these women, but the safety of the women and babies has to be our prime concern,” says David Meates, CEO.  “Our plans for this period had protocols for keeping expectant women informed in advance about the likelihood of transfer, depending on the availability of specialists, and we deeply regret that this communication appears to have fallen through in this one instance. Of course, we have always transferred women to tertiary hospitals when this is clinically indicated, sometimes at very short notice, and we routinely transfer women out of the district if they are premature deliveries at less than 34 weeks.” 
“There is a world-wide shortage of obstetricians and gynaecologists,” says Mr Meates. “Wairarapa District Health Board has been advertising nationally and internationally to fill positions and I’m delighted to report that we have been successful in recruiting to female O&G specialists from the USA. Dr Adrienne Moore from New York starts today (Monday), and Dr Potdar from Ohio arrives at the end of October. We are fortunate to have recruited two specialists at the same time because of the world-wide shortage. Apart from those five days in August, we now have our rosters fully covered.”
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