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	The school-based meningococcal B campaign was launched at the Kura Kaupapa in Masterton yesterday.   Makimaki, the monkey and campaign mascot, was there to entertain the kids. Then a team of public health nurses in their bright yellow vests immunised 90 children at the Kura against meningococcal B.  They also vaccinated students from the Teen Parent Unit at Makoura College and Youth Choices Trust.  

The nurses will visit all schools throughout Wairarapa from May until the end of September. 7600 Wairarapa school children will receive three vaccinations six weeks apart.  Two teams of nurses will work across the district, in schools, at any one time.  Each team will include vaccinating nurses,  registered nurses working in the observation area, community health workers, and an administrator.  

So far 93.5% of parents have consented to their children being vaccinated against meningococcal B.  

The community has got behind the campaign and many local businesses have provided equipment, transport, advertising, vests for the nurses, fridge magnets as reminders to parents, lollipops for the kids. All children need to eat before they are vaccinated and Kuripuni New World, Supafresh and Breadcraft are providing milk, buns and fruit for breakfasts for 2000 children in eight schools.   

The immunisation of pre-schoolers and school leavers under 20 begins on May 23rd.
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