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	Nurses still needed for meningococcal campaign
Wairarapa District Health Board still needs at least 12 more registered nurses to vaccinate Wairarapa's school children against meningococcal B disease. The immunisation programme starts in May at the beginning of the second term and runs until the end of September and the Health Board needs all the registered nurses it can get to help with the exercise.  Full vaccinator training will be given which means that nurses are able to use this training as part of their Health Practitioner requirements. The interviews are to be held next week and training commences at the end of February with a DHB Orientation to help prepare and upskill nurses. At the end of the full training nurses will become non-medical authorised vaccinators for the meningococcal vaccine, studying topics including the disease itself, the national meningococcal vaccine strategy, New Zealand epidemiology, informed consent requirements, use of syringes and vaccine storage and handling.
From May 16th there will be teams of around 11 people working across the district, in schools, at any one time.  Each team will include vaccinating nurses, registered nurses working in the observation area, community health workers, and administrative staff who will check there is a consent form for each child. 
Project Manager for the meningitis vaccination programme at Wairarapa DHB, Debi Lodge-Schnellenberg, says, “Publicity in the Times Age last year seeking nurses to help with the campaign resulted in many expressions of interest but because many wanted to work only part-time, we still have a shortage.  We need people who have worked as registered nurses during the last five years to be vaccinators to help with the school based programme, to assist Outreach services throughout the region. 

"There are 7800 Wairarapa school students who need to be vaccinated.  Each child needs to have three injections, ideally six weeks apart, to protect against this serious disease, so having adequate nursing staff will be crucial for ensuring the programme's success," Mrs. Lodge-Schnellenberg says. “There may be nurses wanting to return to the workforce looking for short term part-time or full-time work keen to be involved and we would love to hear from them. Anyone interested can ring Nicky Poona, Project Administrator, on 06 946 9800 ext 5863.”
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