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	Schools prepare for Meningoccocal Campaign

Preparation for the Meningoccocal immunisation campaign in schools got under way today with a breakfast for staff responsible for promoting the campaign in their schools.  All 39 Wairarapa schools are getting in behind the campaign which aims to vaccinate 90% of all school children against Meningococcal B.  The school campaign starts on May 16 and all children whose parents have consented will get three vaccinations six weeks apart.  

The presentation to schools at the Copthorne Hotel today covers the collection and distribution of consent forms, the distribution of resources to schools and training of teachers responsible for the campaign in each school.  

Wairarapa District Health Board Project Manager for the meningoccocal campaign, Debi Lodge-Schnellenberg, says the schools have been very supportive and encouraging.  “We realise what a big task this is for schools on top of everything else and we will do everything we can to make it easier for them.   Public health nurses will vaccinate the children in school halls where they will be supported and observed.  The youngest ones will be vaccinated last so parents can take them straight home after the 20 minute observation period.” 

Children and young people are most at risk of getting Meningoccocal B disease. There are approximately 8000 school children in Wairarapa and another 3000 people under 20 who are eligible for the free vaccination.  The Wairarapa immunisation campaign for children and young people not at school starts on May 23rd when children under 5 and school leavers under 20 will get their vaccinations from GPs or practice nurses at medical clinics or at Maori health services, outreach clinics or student health clinics.  On May 16 the school-based campaign begins. 

 The Meningoccocal B vaccine offers protection against the epidemic strain of meningococcal disease in New Zealand and immunity develops in most people up to 28 days after the third dose.  The national immunisation campaign started in Auckland last July and will rolled out region by region throughout 2005.    
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