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	Subject:
	Trust House supports new hospital courtyards


	The courtyards in the new hospital being built in Masterton are $55,000 closer to target of $250,000 today, following the presentation of a cheque for that amount from Trust House Charitable Trust. This  funding is the largest single grant for the Courtyard and Landscaping Project to date. This amount is enough to enable the completion of one of the four courtyards at the new Hospital.

Meeting at the front entrance of the new hospital Trust House representatives Noel Preston and Brian Bourke handed over the money, and said Trust House Charitable Trust was pleased to grant the money for the Courtyard and Landscaping Project. “Both the Masterton Licensing (Charitable) Trust and the Tararua Foundation considered the application and felt that such a project warranted supporting,” said Mr. Bourke.  
“The Trustees considered the benefit to the patients, staff and visitors to the hospital and the benefit to the whole of the Wairarapa.  It is an example of how Trust House works for our community,” said Mr Preston.
“Development of the courtyards is not covered by funding for the new hospital,” says David Meates, Wairarapa DHB CEO. “We must raise the funds privately for the fully landscaped courtyards. This substantial donation is a marvellous indication of the level of support we are getting for the project from across the community.”
Fundraising co-ordinator and Board member Martin Easthope said the courtyards would be a central part of the new hospital. Initial design concepts have been developed by architectural firm Maunsell, landscape designer Lyn Eglinton and kaumatua Mike Kawana, who are developing further options.  
Four large, fully landscaped internal courtyards are being designed for patients, family and staff to enjoy.  Waiting areas will open out into the courtyards, and the cafeteria will include outdoor seating. One of the courtyards will have a small children’s play area, while another will be specially constructed to provide a variety of surfaces and levels for people rehabilitating from illness or surgery to safely practise on. 

Mr Easthope continues a series of presentations to businesses and community groups seeking their support for the project. “There are many ways that the community can be involved in this project and we’re keen to hear from anyone who would like to contribute.”
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