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More than 78% of Wairarapa children under the age of five have now had their first of three vaccinations for Meningococcal B and 89% of school age children have been vaccinated. Wairarapa District Health Board Project Manager, Debi Lodge-Schnellenberg, is pleased with these totals but says it is a movable feast.  “This week we start giving the third dose in schools but there are still many children who missed the first or second doses and need following up.  Over the last month there have been dozens of changes from non-consent to consent which means these children are not yet due for their second dose. Any parents who change their mind about consent and want their child vaccinated are still able to do so, even if the nurses have been to the school and delivered the first 2 doses.”  

The national target is 90% of all people under 20 years to be vaccinated by June 2006. The three-shot vaccination programme is New Zealand's biggest ever, and it has already reached the milestone of delivering two million doses. But health officials are worried that 20% of children receiving free meningococcal injections are not returning for their final dose and they are urging parents to complete all three vaccinations to ensure children are fully protected. For maximum protection children need all three injections, each six weeks apart. Winter and Spring are the peak seasons for meningococcal disease and children who have not had all three doses are not completely protected.  However it is not too late and they can still receive their final injection at any time without having to restart the vaccination process.

Wairarapa youth, aged 16 to 20 who have left school, have the lowest uptake of the vaccine, but this group is not at such high risk of infection. “Only 47% of young people have had their first shot so far but they were always going to be the hardest target group to reach,” says Mrs. Lodge-Schnellenberg. “In Wairarapa there are many transient workers and young people who are hard to reach. They are less likely to read newspapers and take notice of mainstream media messages about the campaign. It’s up to them to go to their medical centres for their free shot but many do not go to the doctor regularly and some are not even aware who their doctor is.  Because of this the DHB project team has used innovative ways of reaching them with the meningococcal message - a youth-led team made their way through the region putting up posters, giving out information and talking to young people in town, at pubs and at sports grounds.  WINZ is getting behind the campaign by giving out information to young people on training programmes. A MoreFM announcer had her second vaccination on air to promote the campaign. Young people need to know it’s not too late to protect themselves and that it is free.”
 Meanwhile the disease is still at epidemic levels. So far this year there have been 151 cases of meningococcal disease and nine deaths. However since the vaccination programme began there have been indications that is having a positive effect. In Counties-Manukau, where the campaign has been running the longest, rates of the disease in under five-year-olds have halved in the year since it was introduced. 

National Numbers in a nutshell 

· More than 2 million doses administered

· 900,000 people have had at least one dose

· More than 310,000 people have had all three doses

· About 3,000 doses a day given in primary care

· About 20,000 doses a day given in schools 

· More than 38,000 calls to the 0800 service.
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