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	Jill Stringer
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	April 13, 2005

	Subject:
	Charity Ball an all round winner


	An awesome $20,900 was raised at last night’s community fundraiser for the new District Hospital landscaping project.  The White Swan County Hotel, Greytown hosted a charity ball and art auction for nearly 100 guests.  The evening included music, great food and local wine, a well received after-dinner speech by former All Black Eric Rush along with the vibrant NZ comedian Raybon Kan as MC.

“This money provides a huge kick start to our fundraising initiative,” says Wairarapa DHB’s Martin Easthope. “That so much was raised is a real tribute to the hard work of Trevor Pearce, Dave Bennett and the team at the White Swan Country Hotel, they pulled together an outstanding evening.”

A lively crowd made some enthusiastic bidding at the art auction.  Works included pieces by local artist Jane Kallaghan – but a photo signed by Peter Jackson and members of the King Kong cast was hotly pursued, eventually selling to White Swan co-owners Trevor Pearce and Dave Bennett.  The photo will hang in The White Swan bar.

Diners made the most of the evening and danced into the small hours.

Wairarapa District Health Board CEO David Meates was delighted at the success of the White Swan initiative.  “It’s wonderful to see business supporting the new Wairarapa District Hospital in this way.  The White Swan Country Hotel charity ball has raised a significant amount that will ultimately benefit all patients, visitors and staff. ”
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Notes

Funding for the new hospital will not extend to the full amount required to place the buildings in a fully landscaped setting that can be enjoyed by patients, visitors and staff.  Community groups, businesses and individuals can contact Martin Easthope to discuss fundraising initiatives : email easthope1@xtra.co.nz, phone 06 377 0026 or 025 357910.

· Raybon Kan, well-known NZ stand-up comedian, Sunday Star Times columnist, author and ‘Celebrity IQ’ champion.  Raybon was born at Masterton Hospital.

· Wairarapa band ‘Gingerbread’ performed ‘60’s, ‘70’s, 80’s covers.

· Rugby legend Eric Rush is a former All Black and NZ Sevens player and an award-winning raconteur.
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