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	 Media Response

	From:

	Jill Stringer, Communications Advisor

	Date:

	19 October 2004

	Subject:
	RMO strike notice


	Contingency planning is well underway at Masterton Hospital following the issue of strike notice yesterday by the RDA, the union for the junior medical staff around the country.

It is likely that there will be a significant reduction in all but emergency services for the duration of the strike, commencing 2 November for 6 days. This will include postponement of elective surgery and may affect outpatient clinics, to enable medical cover for emergency and inpatient needs.

“As always, patient safety is our top priority,’ says CEO David Meates. “As we work through our plans, we will attempt to keep the public fully informed. We will tailor the services we can provide to maintain safety for both patients and staff. At the same time, we remain hopeful that a negotiated settlement can be reached to prevent the strike going ahead.” 
Ends.
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