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	Media Response

	From:

	Jill Stringer

	Date:

	26 June   2008   

	Subject:
	New crisis respite mental health service for Wairarapa young people


	Ruth Maltby, the Team Leader in Wairarapa’s Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services described a new service development at a public information evening last night. 

“We’re really excited about being able to offer this new crisis respite service for young people,” says Ms Maltby.
“In the past, young people who were acutely unwell have either been admitted to the Rangatahi Unit in Porirua, or have been supported by the Adult Crisis Respite team in Masterton. We try to keep young people close to their support networks and for most acutely unwell young people we have managed this, with the resources we had available. However, this has meant using services that are more geared towards the needs of adults. We’ve all worked together to find a better alternative, and this new service is the result.”

“The new service will be part of the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service and the Community Support Worker positions that will provide the extra staffing for it have already been advertised,“ says Ms Maltby. “An apartment designed especially for young people will be located beside the adult crisis respite unit. The renovations for this are underway. The main thrust of the new service is to work with families with acutely unwell young people in any way that is needed, either in their own homes, or if more suitable, in the Crisis Respite Apartment. 
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