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	 Media Release 

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	14 January 2008 

	Subject:
	ENT Blitz - Elective Services


	Dr Nicola Hill, Ear, Nose and Throat specialist from Dunedin, is helping the Wairarapa DHB blitz its ENT waiting lists for first specialist appointments and elective surgery. The Hospital has booked patients in to see Dr Hill in extra clinics over a two week period to try and get on top of waiting lists for new patients and for those on the surgical list for ear, nose and throat procedures. Common procedures include removal of tonsils and adenoids and the insertion of grommets.
Unit Manager of Perioperative Services, Sharon Woods, said that there had been gap since October for a visiting ENT specialist and that a new consultant will start again in March. “We knew we would get behind in our waiting lists in the meantime so we have been proactive and engaged a consultant to ensure that no one needs wait too long for a first specialist appointment or for surgery. Waiting lists can grow quickly if there is an absence of cover for any reason, so we are delighted to have this opportunity to blitz the list.” 
The outpatient and surgical waiting lists are reviewed regularly to ensure the resources meet the demand.

Prior to booking the clinics there were 175 people waiting for their first specialist ENT appointment. This number will be almost halved by the time Dr Hill finishes on the 19th of January.
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