The Laughing Samoans 

Comedy duo, Eteuati Ete and Tofiga Fepulea’I, or the ‘Laughing Samoans’ are performing at Wairarapa’s first Pacific Festival on 15 March. The pair met when they shared a stage at the 2003 New Zealand Fringe Festival in a show called Laughing with Samoans. It was an instant hit and they embarked on a wildly successful career as ‘The Laughing Samoans’.

Ete, the elder of the pair, had previously worked in a more serious vein as a founding member of Taotahi, New Zealand’s first Pacific Island theatre group, formed in 1981. He was one of the first Pacific Islanders to attend the New Zealand Drama School, played the lead role in the first full-length Pacific Island play performed in New Zealand (Le Matau, staged by Taotahi in 1984), and wrote and performed the first solo show by a Pacific Islander in New Zealand (The Johnny Smith Myth in 1987). 

Fepulea’i left a promising rugby career behind to lead the church choir, and then focus on a small screen career with Tagata Pasifika, music videos, and ads, before joining ‘The Laughing Samoans’. Their creativity has been recognised through their sell-out shows. Their business nous was rewarded when they won the Pacific Media Network Pacific Business Enterprise of the Year award at last year’s Pacific Business Awards.


They have performed regularly in New Zealand, the Pacific Islands and Australia, at the Big Laugh Festival in Sydney as well as the Melbourne Festival. They have been as far north as Alaska and have had gigs in the United States and Europe. “The first time we went to Fiji,” they say,”we played to 5,000 people at the FMF Dome. We couldn’t believe that many people knew who we were. The DVDs have been pirated really well in Fiji. It’s like we’re on TV every night, which we literally are. We go to Fiji and we have people calling out to the Laughing Samoans as we come off the plane.”
‘The Laughing Samoans’ will be on stage several times during Wairarapa’s Pacific Festival which runs from 10am-5pm in QE11 Park (next to the Children’s Playground). A soundstage will feature performances from each Pacific nation throughout the day. There will also be food stalls, displays, a fashion parade, health information and free health checks, and a display of traditional crafts from weaving to carving. The organisers at Wairarapa Public Health would like to hear from anyone interested in taking part. Ring Mata Emile, 06 370 5020. 
 

