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Work on joint Patient Administration System underway

11 August 2008
Work on a new joint Patient Administration System at the MidCentral, Wairarapa, and Whanganui District Health Boards has started with a comprehensive business case being developed.

The project aims to replace a number of different and ageing Patient Administration Systems (PAS) at MidCentral (Homer), Wairarapa (Galen) and Whanganui (Oracare) with a single system centred around the patient that supports all three DHBs.

MDHB Information Systems’ Strategy and Planning Manager, Brian Woolley, said the systems running at all three locations were past their use-by date and would eventually become unsupported.

A joint steering committee comprising the hospital Chief Operating Officer/General Manager, and Medical Director, of each of the DHBs, as well as single representatives for planning and funding, nursing, information and finance, had given the project team the mandate to advance the business case.

The project director is Christchurch consultant and ex-Chief Information Officer of Otago and Southland DHBs, John Tolchard.

Mr Woolley said the project’s first phase involved capturing the vision and requirements for the Patient Administration System.

“A series of workshops will be held to seek information from people using the current systems as to what requirements they feel a new system should offer,” he said.

The workshops will be held in Palmerston North and are scheduled to occur during the week starting Monday, September 22.

Mr Woolley said two key milestones with the business case were a short list of PAS vendors by October and the completion of the case by April 2009.
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