Wairarapa’s first Pacific Festival: Saturday 15 March

“The day was awesome,” organiser and Pacific Community Health Worker from Wairarapa Public Health, Mata Emile said. “It was beyond what we expected. There must have been around 2000 people coming and going through the day and of course the sun shone on the Festival. The performers did a fantastic job –they were all locals except the Cook Island drummers from Auckland and the Laughing Samoans who performed a couple of times during the day. It was a wonderful acknowledgement of Pacific cultures and brought so many people together to share their music, dance, crafts and food.”

Around the green space in QE11 Park, there were food and craft stalls representing the cultures of Samoa, Cook Islands, Solomons, and Fiji. There was  Samoan canoe carving, Tonga tapa, leis, island baskets and jewellery on display and Pacific food for sale. On the soundstage was the beat of the Pacific with school and church groups as well as different cultural groups performing throughout the day. There were also many stalls with messages about good health and social services - the Heart Foundation, Cancer Society, PHO, the DHB, Mental Health providers, Plunket, Supporting Families, WINZ, CML gym, Safe and Healthy Communities, St Johns, Violence free Wairarapa, Wairarapa Road Safety, Women’s Resource Centre, Family Planning, Maori Women’s Welfare League and the Ministry Of Pacific Island Affairs. It was a good opportunity for health providers to link with the region’s Pacific community and there were lots of giveaways. By 2pm the Public Health team had given away 2000 bottles of water donated by the Community Alcohol Action Group and lots of fruit donated by Pak n Save.
“It was such a great success,” says Mata. “We had lots of positive feedback and people kept asking if we would do it again next year. They were blown away by the performances which celebrated the culture of so many people who live in the Wairarapa but are not often visible.”   
