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	Publicly funded podiatry services in the Wairarapa will receive a boost when Foot Mechanics takes up a new enhanced contract in July. Foot Mechanics are a specialist firm of podiatrists providing services across the central North Island, with a record of excellent service delivery for patients, and working well with PHOs, DHBs and other services.  They are keen to work with the local podiatrists in Wairarapa, and offer them the opportunity to be part of the new podiatry service.

“Wairarapa DHB  follows a regular cycle of review of all health service contracts to ensure the community receives the best possible range and mix of services,” says Planning and Funding Director Joy Cooper. “Most recently, the DHB put podiatry services out for open tender. We received two high quality proposals, and are now pleased to announce that Foot Mechanics Limited will be responsible for provision of all publicly funded podiatry services in Wairarapa from 1 July.”

“As we welcome the new, we also want to acknowledge the excellent foundation provided by Les Jonsson who has delivered podiatry services both privately and under contract to the DHB for many years. Les is known for his high standard of podiatry services and innovations such as his “Toe Truck” mobile clinic.  The DHB also appreciates his commitment and contribution to the Diabetes Advisory Group,” says Joy Cooper. 
Publicly funded podiatry services are provided to people who have ‘high risk feet’ – often people with long term conditions like diabetes. Left untreated, there is a significant risk of gangrene, and subsequent amputation of a limb. 
“All patients should be assured they will continue to have access to local publicly funded podiatry services although they may receive their care from a different podiatrist,” says Joy Cooper. “During June we will be advising all patients individually of any changes to the way they receive services.” 
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