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	Crutches amnesty


	Wairarapa Hospital thanks the public for returning almost 60 pairs of crutches over the last month during the crutches amnesty. Missing wheelchairs have also been returned as well as several walking frames. Reception staff report that people have dropped equipment off saying they had found crutches in their garages, in wardrobes, by the side of the road and, in one case, in the river. People moving house have found long-forgotten crutches and returned them. 

More than a dozen pairs a week have been handed in since early May.  
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“It’s been an incredible response and stocks are replenished,” says Vicki Hookham, Clinical Nurse Manager. “However we have just had a really busy weekend in ED with broken limbs and strains and we have issued about 15 pairs of crutches. We really appreciate people returning them promptly when they have finished with them because there is always a demand.”
Ends.
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