Addition to TA story of how Wairarapa Hospital managed over Christmas
The Rehabilitation Ward merged with the Medical/Surgical ward for 2 weeks over Christmas, which enabled some staff to take leave. 11 patients moved across, with a further 4 patients, approaching discharge, being accommodated in local reshomes for the 2 weeks.

“The resthome staff were amazing and very helpful,’ says Anna Reed, DHB Clinical Nurse Specialist in the care of older people. “At this time of year, there is a shortage of beds as many people normally at home come in for respite care when their families or usual support people are away. Palliser, Aversham and Glenwood staff were very accommodating. Once we confirmed beds were available, we sought approval from suitable patients and their families.” 
Anna called the resthomes daily to check on our patients, and visited each patient twice while they were off-site. 
“It can be hard for older people to adjust to too many changes, so we were trying to minimise any impact of being moved around,” says Anna. “I want to thank everyone involved for their care and concern – this kind of co-operation is really heartening, because caring for our elderly population is an important part of our community.”
