Good news for Maternity

Three new midwives have recently joined Wairarapa Hospital’s Maternity Unit bolstering their numbers to 15. Clinical Nurse Manager Donna Purvis says, “We have worked hard to recruit and retain our midwives and we’re now in a fairly good position. An almost full complement means we can arrange annual leave more easily and midwives have more chance to fulfil compulsory education requirements in order to maintain their practising certificates. Recruitment however is a perennial problem because there is an international shortage of midwives as well as an increasing birth rate in Wairarapa.”

Wairarapa Hospital offers a comprehensive maternity service provided by team of experts from ante natal care through to visits to homes after the baby is born. There are two Obstetric and Gynaecological consultants who work closely with the midwives should women need specialist obstetric care. There is always a consultant on call and available to help in any emergency situation that may arise. “This is an excellent service,” says Ms Purvis, and we get wonderful feedback from women we support. We provide ante natal and post natal support as well as birthing care. At present we offer two full day ante natal clinics every week at the hospital but we would like to offer a five day service to better meet the needs of women in the region.”

New Midwives
Marie Beams has joined the team of midwives at Wairarapa Hospital having just returned from two and a half years overseas. “I love midwifery,” she says. “Babies are so precious and it’s a privilege to share in such a joyous occasion. There is quite a lot of adrenalin flowing at times and there is always the unexpected. Nothing is ever the same –it’s always changing. And you get to be part of the extended family for a short time and that is always rewarding.”

Marie has worked in many hospitals from Kaitaia to Greymouth. She completed her hospital-based midwifery training in 1970 in Christchurch and more recently spent six years in Blenheim as a core midwife and then a caseload midwife out in the community. She enjoys her new role as Senior Midwife at Wairarapa Hospital. “Here you get to do everything: you’re in the community doing post natal care and you also help with deliveries in hospital. It’s a good balance.”  Marie is impressed with our maternity unit. “It’s exceptionally friendly and welcoming and the Ward is very organised.” 

Eileen Bowell is a Senior Midwife doing a three month locum at Wairarapa. Over the last year she has been doing locum work in New Plymouth, Blenheim and Morrinsville. Originally from Belfast she says she gets to see more of the country this way and works in various roles from core midwife to providing holiday cover for independent midwives. Eileen was a teacher for 15 years in a previous life before retraining as a midwife in Wales. Like Marie she enjoys the satisfaction of the job. “It’s challenging and there is lots of variety. You meet all sorts of people and they always appreciate what you do for them. It’s rewarding when the babies come out nicely and the mothers are happy.” 

Staffing-wise things are looking up in Maternity. A new grad, Lisa Wood who worked here as a student has taken on a part-time role and it is hoped that two midwives from the UK will join the team in April. 

