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	Media Release

	From:

	Jill Stringer

	Date:

	26 April 2009

	Subject:
	Pandemic Preparedness for Wairarapa’s Pacific community.


	Pacific Health Promoter Mata Emile (centre) from Wairarapa Public Health  lines up with to friends at Cameron Clinic to promote both pandemic preparedness, and influenza vaccination to the Pacific community. 

“We’ve been talking to the community about what they want,” said Mata. “It made good sense to combine vaccinations with the session on Pandemic Preparedness – and now we have a real sense of urgency because of the current focus on the possibility of a pandemic of Swine Flu, originating from Mexico.”
Mata persuaded both Joe  Papali’i and Asoiva Malatai to roll up their sleeves with her in preparation for the combined session that will be held at Cameron House on 9 May.

Meanwhile the Infection Control team at Wairarapa Hospital is delighted to report that over 50% of staff have so far enrolled for their flu vaccination this year, with a very full turnout at the first vaccination clinic last Friday. 

“We’re also planning several ‘mobile clinics’ for areas where staff find it difficult to leave their workplace,” says Lizzie Daniels, Infection Control Nurse. “It’s important that staff are vaccinated, so they can stay well to care for others suffering from winter illnesses – and also so they don’t inadvertently pass on influenza to patients who are already at risk.”
Ends.
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