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	Wairarapa DHB has performed elective (arranged) surgery on a record number of people in the last financial year with more than 2,420 patients treated.  

Since 2005, elective surgery has increased by 109% (986 patients received treatment in 2005 compared to 2,424 last financial year). Instead of having to travel outside the region, Wairarapa patients now receive a range of surgery at Wairarapa Hospital that was not previously provided.  This includes paediatric surgery, urology, ophthalmology (eye), plastic surgery, and ear nose and throat surgery. In addition to the surgical specialties, we also have visiting specialists for endocrinology, respiratory medicine, and psychogeriatrics. The twenty-two visiting specialist doctors hold regular clinics or perform surgery in the Wairarapa, benefitting local patients who previously had to travel outside the region for specialist appointments. 

Tracey Adamson, DHB Chief Executive says, “We are very proud of our 08/09 performance in elective surgery and we will continue to provide a high quality service to the best of our ability. Our waiting times are not excessive and we are as good as, if not better than, other DHBs.  However the extra funding we received last year for elective surgery is not likely to be available this year and we may have to reduce our targets accordingly. We will continue to meet the targets set by the Ministry of Health.”
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