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	It was all babies to the breast at The Big Latch on Friday, when 44 Wairarapa mums joined other breastfeeding mothers nationwide to set a new national record for babies breastfeeding simultaneously. 

“It was fantastic” says Suzie Marshall, who had six-month-old Tiana latched on in time for the official headcount at 10.30am. “I went along because I wanted to do something to support Breastfeeding Awareness Week, but I didn’t expect it to be so social or that there would be so many supporters. I thought it would be walk in, do your thing and leave. Instead it was a chance to catch up with some people I knew and meet some new ones. There were heaps of spot prizes and give-aways, and a really nice morning tea. It’s a great way to support mums – and bringing awareness to breastfeeding has got to be a good thing.”

Almost 1500 babies at 134 venues nationwide took part in the event – an annual, worldwide event that aims to support breastfeeding mothers and encourage women to breastfeed.  We are delighted with the commitment and enthusiasm of the Big Latch coordinators nationwide and their amazingly supportive communities throughout Aotearoa” says Isis McKay a Women’s Health Action Breastfeeding Advocate. “This is a valuable opportunity to celebrate the hard work mothers do and a positive sign that we are strengthening breastfeeding support in New Zealand.”

“It was awesome, says local Health Promoter Mata Emile. “We had 44 mums take part, with about another 14 there who were unable to latch on or arrived late. That’s 12 more than last year. The message must be getting out there about how important breastfeeding is for both babies and their mothers”

 The turnout in Masterton was nationally recognised on the national website as a “big venue in a small town.” In comparison, Christchurch had 38 participants and Wellington 108.

The Wairarapa event was organised by the Baby Friendly Coalition which includes organisations such as Wairarapa DHB’s Public Health Unit, Whaiora, Parents Centre, La Leche League and Plunket. It was supported by many local sponsors who are gratefully acknowledged below.

“It was such an amazing turnout,” concludes Suzie, as baby Tiana squawks to let her know she’d really just like some more feeding please, less talking about it. “It really makes you realise that there’s a lot of support out there if you need it.”

The organisers of The Big Latch, Masterton, gratefully acknowledge the following sponsors:
· Pak’ N Save
· New World, Carterton
· Paua Factory
· New World, Masterton
· Just Williams, Greytown
· Masterton Taxis
· Duncan Pharmacy, Kuripuni
· Cookware Essentials, Kuripuni
· Mr Bean, Kuripuni
· Hedleys Book Store
· La Fleur Florist
· Esaus Florist
· The Village Grinder
· Ducks and Daisies
· Enchanted Wardrobe, Carterton
· High St Plants
· Ten O’clock Cookie Company
· Zest, Bannister Street
· Maggie B's
· Village Bakery, Kuripuni
· Plunket 
· Toy Library,
· and YMCA for the venue
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