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	Media Statement

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	8 September  2010

	Subject:
	Pharmacy alarm


	A fire evacuation at Wairarapa Hospital this afternoon was caused by toxic fumes in the Pharmacy Department. A pharmacist was in the manufacturing area of the fume cupboard making a product that required evaporation. Toxic fumes were released and fire alarms were set off. 
No one was hurt. Hospital staff in the Pharmacy and nearby Outpatients Department, Café and Laboratory evacuated the building very quickly and the Fire Service came straight away.  As a precaution patients from the nearby Assessment, Treatment and Rehabilitation Ward were moved into the Medsurg Ward. Outpatient clinics were cancelled for the day and Pharmacy staff were not able to return to work. Proper procedure was followed and the evacuation was carried out quickly and smoothly. It will be business as usual once all the fumes are cleared. 
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Jan McLaren, Communications Advisor, Wairarapa District Health Board                                                      jan.mcLaren @wairarapa.dhb.org.nz,  ( 06) 946 9883



