Knit one, purl one: hats on heads 

Wee Iszac Batt is one of 150 babies born by caesarean section at Wairarapa Hospital over the last year. He is wearing a woollen hat knitted with love by one of the ‘Knit and Natter Ladies’ to keep his head warm especially in the hospital theatre where temperatures are cool to keep down infection. 
The knitting group, organised by “The Embroidery Shop” in Masterton, get together once a week to knit and enjoy each other’s company. At the moment they are producing an ongoing supply of hand knitted woollen hats which theatre staff put on the babies to keep them warm and which they keep. For many babies these hats are the only woollen garments they have. Other knitters have also contributed – the elderly mother of one of the theatre nurses sends hats from Scotland and staff from Outpatients are also putting ‘hats on heads’, including a Christmas hat knitted especially for a baby born on Christmas Day. 
Wairarapa Hospital theatre staff are thrilled with the tiny gifts and thank all the knitters for keeping the babies warm.  
Caption:

01    Iszac Batt, born on 21 November, surrounded by the woolly hats produced for the”Hats on Heads’ project. 

04    Deanna Batt with her newborn, Iszac, a caesarean baby born into cooler operating theatre temperatures.

