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	Last month, we introduced you to Jacob Tobin who had just set out on the path of becoming an auxillary ambulance officer. One month down the track, Jacob is enthusiastic about the training and support he’s received and is looking for opportunities to put his new-found skills – and those of his colleagues– to the test.

“If you’re going to get hurt, then the Wairarapa is the right place to do it,” says Jacob Tobin, an in-training Auxillary Ambulance Officer. “We’re lucky here – we have so many highly-skilled paramedics. That’s why – when they asked me who I’d like as my mentor, I told them I didn’t mind. I’d worked with them all and I would’ve been happy to be teamed up with any of them.”

Jacob has now done 21 rostered shifts as “3rd crew” and jokes that he must be nearly due for a big payout of accumulated lunch money – the grand total of $10 per shift made to those who volunteer as auxillary staff. He has just completed the medical and triage training section of his First Responder Course. “That was cool,” Jacob says. “We learned how to do things like bandaging, dealing with motor vehicle accidents and patient care. We did lots of scenarios. In one, there had been a multi-vehicle accident and we needed to triage people – do a rapid assessment of each one and put different tickets on them to show who needed what treatment in what order.

During one scenario, things became more realistic than planned after Jacob volunteered to be a “casualty” in a car accident. “I was the guy who was trapped in a vehicle, with a bleeding leg. So I was squeezing away at this thing that pumped out fake blood and it was running all down my leg. Then the fire truck came, cut open the car and smashed out all the windows. I’d hopped in there in bare feet and I got a cut foot. When the guys dragged me out of the car, there was blood everywhere and they couldn’t figure out which was real and what was fake. They got the piece of glass out in the end, but that was a lesson to me; make sure you’ve got shoes on when you get into a car!”

Working alongside his mentor, advanced paramedic Sharon Cretney, Jacob will spend the next three months as a 3rd Crew member, working his way through the Work Skills Induction Training Book. This entails “ticking off assessments like administering drugs, stopping bleeding, taking vital signs etc – all on real live people!” While there has been “no big dramas” on Jacob’s shifts, he’s keen to put his skills to the test. “For me to utilise all my skills, I have to be there on a day when something big happens,” he says. “At the same time, someone needs to be suffering for me to be able to do that, so it’s a kind of strange situation.”

Jacob says he has received “heaps of support” from the paramedics, as well as from his family. “My family gave me a hard time at first – they told me ‘you gotta be real brainy’ and that. But now that I’ve started, and have told them all about it, they’re really happy for me,” Jacob says. “They’re stoked that someone who they thought knew so little is now someone who know so much stuff.” He also acknowledges the important role his partner Yvonne plays, both in encouraging him, and in looking after the couple’s five-month-old daughter on her own whenever Jacob is rostered on or attending a training weekend.

And there’s still plenty to more to learn. Next up is the driving course where Jacob and the six other in-training auxillary staff learn the safe and assertive driving style needed in an emergency situation. “They’ve let me drive a few times,” he says, “but with no siren and no patient.” With his characteristic enthusiasm, Jacob’s looking forward to that next step, and “can’t wait” until he moves up to the next level of experience – 2nd crew.
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