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	Media Response

	From:

	Simon Everitt

	Date:

	7 March 2011   

	Subject:
	Mental health and addition service contracts reviewed 


	Providers of community mental health and addiction services in Wairarapa have been asked by Wairarapa DHB to re-tender for longstanding contracts for delivery of DHB-funded services.    

Contracts with seven providers, covering alcohol and drug addiction, mental health day programmes and community residential care services, expire at the end of June this year.  They have been in place for the past six years with little change. 

The process begins this week with a meeting of the providers with the DHB to look at how to best meet the future needs of Wairarapa people service users.   
The current mix of mental health and addiction service agreements was established in 2004 when the DHB reconfigured all services to reflect the closure of the mental health inpatient unit.  
“Over the last six years our understanding of what is needed to support people with mental health and addiction needs to maintain their wellness has evolved,” said Wairarapa DHB strategic development and population health manger Simon Everitt.  “We are now looking for services to identify opportunities for closer collaboration and co-operation while containing and controlling costs, without affecting the level and quality of front-line services.” 
This work will support the mental health component of the Tihei Wairarapa primary health care initiative which is exploring how services can integrate more closely.   

“This is not about cutting or reducing services,” Mr Everitt said.  “We will continue to meet the Ministry of Health’s service coverage requirements through both DHB-provided services and those which we contract to community providers.  Services we fund must offer the most potential for improvements in health, reach population groups most in need and be clinically and financially sustainable.”
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